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Upcoming Dates
 
2023/2024 School Year
Oct. 4 - Count Day
Oct. 6 - Snack Shop (see flyer)
Oct. 10 - PTIA Meeting at 6:00 p.m.
Oct. 13 - 2nd, 3rd, 4th Gr. to Wharton Center
Oct. 16 - Half-day w/dismissal at 12:10
Oct. 17 - Picture Retakes
Oct. 20 - 2nd Gr. to MSU Children's Garden
Oct. 27 - BK-KDG to Peacock Tree Farm
Nov. 6 - Conferences 5:00-8:00 p.m.
Nov. 9 - Conferences 5:00 - 8:00 p.m
Nov. 10 - Half-day w/dismissal at 12:10
Nov. 10 - Conferences 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.
Nov. 17 - Half-day w/dismissal at 12:10
Nov. 20-24 - Thanksgiving Break
Dec. 22 - Jan. 5 - Winter Break
 
 

Lunch Info
Mon- Cheeburger
Tues- French Toast Sticks
Wed- Pizza Bites, Cheese Cruchers & Dipping Sauce
Thurs- Popcorn Chicken
Fri- Macaroni & Cheese Breadstick
 
Daily- Soft Pretzel Fun Lunch
 
You can find the Lunch Menus at
https://www.glcomets.net/parentcommunityresourc
es/lunchmenus/

Notes from the Office

 

PBIS Kick-Off

Last week our building spent a half day focusing on our PBIS expectations in and
around Wacousta Elementary. PBIS (positive behavioral interventions and
supports) is the evidence based practice used in all GLPS schools to support our
students behaviorally and academically. 

Students have been working on learning the expectations in their classrooms so
far this year and set aside additional time to go over specific expectations at lunch,
recess, in the halls, as well as arrival and dismissal. We ended our rotations with a
school wide assembly to practice our assembly skills as well as celebrate our
positive interactions with one another. 

At Wacousta we utilize a common acronym OPEN which stands for: Observant,
Protective, Engaged, and Neighborly (for ALL). These expectations are used
universally in our school and are broken down into clear expectations that your
students should know well if you ask them. 

This year we will be celebrating our students weekly in our clubhouse, monthly by
teacher nominations, and daily as individual classrooms watch for OPEN behavior
to pass our “Bright Buddies” awards around the building. Watch the newsletter for
more information about current PBIS news.

 

ARRIVAL AND DISMISSAL INFORMATION

Students may not be dropped off prior to 8:40 a.m. since we do not have supervision
available.  School ends at 3:55 p.m. and all students should be picked up no later than 4:05
p.m.

If you are picking up your child at the end of the day and want to meet them at parent pick up,
please do not get in the parent pick up line.  We ask that you park in a parking spot and walk to
meet your child.  ALSO, PLEASE DO NOT GO PAST THE CONES TO COLLECT YOUR
CHILD.  WE HAVE ADULT SUPERVISION TO ENSURE THE SAFETY AND SECURITY OF THE
STUDENTS.  If you remain in your vehicle, please continue to move up in line and we'll get
your student(s) to you. ~Thank you very much for your cooperation!

If you know your child is going to be arriving late, please call or email the school office to let us
know.  It is also helpful to let us know if they need a school lunch and which option they'd
prefer.  We'll make sure to get that ordered for them.

If you are planning to pick-up your child early please call the school office no later than 2:30
p.m.  We distribute the pick-up list to teachers after this time.

Half-day dismissal is at 12:10 p.m.

MEDICATION 

All medication needs to be brought to school by a parent/guardian.  This includes all over the
counter medication (cough drops, Tylenol, etc) as well.  You will find medication documents at
this link: medication and health information Click on School Health Information and Forms.

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS

Due to the number of life-threatening allergies we have in our building, we respectfully request
that you do not send in any type of food for birthday treats.  Mr. Groves celebrates each child
by announcing their name during the morning announcements and he personally presents
them with a birthday pencil.

If you so choose, you are welcome to bring in a non-edible treat for your child's classmates but
they may not include any type of gum or candy.  Some parents choose to send in something
small like a pencil or stickers, but that is up to each family.  It is definitely your choice and we
understand that not all families are able to do something like this.

We also request that you do not send birthday invitations to school.  If you would like an
address list, we will have School Directories available in the near future for $1.00.

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation!

Meet our Officers:
Jessica Ladd, President

Liz Bliesener, Vice President
Melissa Graeser, Treasurer
Tracy Johnson, Secretary

 

Please continue to collect Box Tops for Education! This program is completely
online now. To get the app please go to www.Boxtops4education.com

You can follow the Wacousta Elementary School PTIA on Facebook and email us
at ptiawacousta@gmail.com
 

District and Community News

Acknowledgements &
Recognitions in the
Upcoming Days

September is Library Card Sign-up
Month
Sep. 11-18 » Paryushan
Sep. 15-17 » Rosh Hashanah
Sep. 15 - Oct. 15 » National Hispanic
Heritage Month
Sep. 17 » Citizenship Day /
Constitution Day
Sep. 17 - 23 » Constitution Week
Sep. 17 » Sybirak’s Day (Poland)
Sep. 19 » Ganesh Chaturthi
Sep. 21 » International Day of Peace
Sep. 24-25 » Yom Kippur
Sep. 27 » Birth of the Prophet
Muhammad (Sunni)
Sep. 28 » National Good Neighbor
Day
Sep. 29 » Mid-Autumn Festival
(Moon Festival; Mooncake Festival)
Sep. 29 - Oct. 6 » Sukkot (Feast of
Tabernacles)
Sep. 30 » National Day for Truth and
Reconciliation (Canada)
October is National Bullying
Prevention Month
October is Learning Disabilities
Awareness Month
October is National Principals Month
October is Crime Prevention Month
Oct. 2 » National Custodial Workers
Recognition Day
Oct. 2 » Child Health Day
Oct. 3 » Birth of the Prophet
Muhammad
Oct. 6-8 » Shemini Atzeret / Simchat
Torah
Oct. 8-14 » Fire Prevention Week
Oct. 8-14 » National Metric Week
Oct. 9-13 » National School Lunch
Week
Oct. 9 » Indigenous People's Day
Oct. 9 » Columbus Day
Oct. 15-21 » America’s Safe Schools
Week
Oct. 15-24 » Navaratri

Is something missing? Please share with
John Ellsworth, GLPS Director of
Communications, any additional
Acknowlegements & Recognitions you
think we should include on this list or
upcoming lists – email him at
EllsworthJ@GLcomets.net.

Annual Notices for FERPA & PPRA

The annual notices regarding the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA)
and the Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment (PPRA) were emailed to families. No
action is required of families, but Grand Ledge Public Schools (GLPS) is legally
required to provide families this information annually. FERPA information is on our
website at GLcomets.net/FERPA, and PPRA information is on our website at
GLcomets.net/PPRA. Click the button below to view the email that was sent to
families earlier.

Annual Notices for FERPA & PPRA

Destination Imagination lets brains have fun! Learn more Sept. 19, 20 or 21

Be creative, study science, be artistic, and understand how things work – all while
making friends and having fun by joining Destination Imagination!

DI is a STEAM-based, competitive extracurricular activity that promotes creativity
and teamwork for students in grades 3 through high school. Early learning
opportunities are also available for K-2 students.

Each year, teams pick a challenge to tackle, work on it at weekly practices, try their
hand at instant challenges and then showcase their teamwork and solutions at a
regional tournament. Challenges are in the technical, scientific, fine arts,
improvisational, engineering and service learning categories. Click this link for a brief
video overview of the challenges.

Interested parents and students from any Grand Ledge school can learn more
about the program and this year’s challenges on Tues., Sept. 19, 6-7:15 p.m. in the
Hayes Intermediate media room, on Wed., Sept. 20, 7 p.m. virtually via Google
Meet, or Thurs., Sept. 21, 6-7:15 p.m. in the Delta Center Elementary media room,.
The meetings have the same content: you’ll learn about this year’s challenges and
how the program works.

If you are unable to attend but interested in the program, please contact Jennifer
Pakkala, Clever Comets Coordinator, at pakkala@comcast.net. For more information,
visit www.destinationimagination.org and facebook.com/clevercomets.

Library eCard from GLADL

A friendly reminder from the Grand Ledge Area District Library
(GLADL):

Your student GLADL library eCard number is your Student
ID. For example if your name is Jane Patron, your student ID
might be “jp23468” — Your initial PIN number was set to 1234.

With a Digital GLADL Library Card you are ready to start
using ALL of the library's online resources. Need help —
please call 517-627-7014 or email questions@gladl.org.

Just stop by the Grand Ledge Area District Library with a
parent or guardian to upgrade your eCard to a full Library
Card. With a full-access Library Card, you can request books
from GLADL & Mel and have them delivered to your SCHOOL
LIBRARY! MelCat gives you access to over 40 million items
from over 400 school, public, and university libraries across
Michigan.

GLADL website at gladl.org.

Thank you.

The Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP) is a U.S.
government program run by the Federal Communications
Commission (FCC) program to help low-income households
pay for internet service and connected devices like a laptop or
tablet. You are likely eligible if your household’s income is
below 200% of the Federal Poverty Line, or if you or
someone you live with currently receives a government
benefit like SNAP, Medicaid, SSI, WIC, Pell Grant, or Free and
Reduced-Price Lunch. If your household is eligible, you could
receive up to a $30/month discount on your internet service.
Learn more at AffordableConnectivity.gov.
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